BOROUGH OF BARRINGTON
CAUCUS MINUTES, MONDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2014  
Mayor Klaus called the meeting to order at 6:05pm with the reading of the Sunshine Statement.  He then led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  The Clerk called roll with the following present:  Council President Kirk Popiolek, Councilman Wayne Robenolt and Councilwoman Nicholson.  Councilman Shawn Ludwig, Councilwoman Bergeron and Councilman DelVecchio were absent. Also present were CFO Denise Moules, Municipal Clerk Terry Shannon, Solicitor Tim Higgins and Engineer Greg Evans.
First Public Portion—on a motion by Councilwoman Nicholson, second by Council President Popiolek, the public portion of the meeting was opened.

Devon and Logan Robenolt from 114 E. Williams (sons of Councilman Robenolt) were present to discuss a fundraiser they are involved with called St. Baldrick’s.  Devon explained that they have a team that raises funds and in March they will all shave their heads.  The money raised goes to cancer research.  They are doing this in honor of Aiden Riebel, the brother of one of their friends who is a resident that has been fighting cancer for the past three years.  He is seven years of age.  His two sisters go to Woodland School and are in the band with the Robenolt boys.  Councilman Robenolt said the boys have been working with St. Baldrick’s for eight years and they are trying to raise awareness and are hoping we can help them out with that.  Phylicia Robenolt said girls can also participate and get their hair cut for “Locks of Love”.  After more discussion, the governing body confirmed that we will help raise awareness and will promote their efforts through every avenue available.  Mayor Klaus thanked Devon and Logan for the good job they are doing.  

Stacia Scaduto from Commercial Utility Consultants introduced herself and told the group that they are in the building where Para Plus was previously located.  They are an energy consultant that manages aggregation programs wherein all our residents’ energy consumption would be pooled and then they would go to public auction to see if they can get better rates than PSE&G.  Terms can be 12, 18 or 24 months depending on the rates.  They would hold public outreach meetings to explain the program to the residents.  This is an opt-out program and if a resident does not opt-out, they would automatically be in.  Clerk Shannon asked if we can partner with other municipalities to expand the pool and Scaduto said yes.  Resident Daniel Gilosa, who was also present, asked what if you are already under contract with another provider and Scaduto said you would not be included.  After more discussion, Clerk Shannon explained that we would have to do an RFP to select a vendor and Scaduto said because they are local, she is available to meet and discuss in more detail and help draft the RFP.  Mayor Klaus said we will discuss further and will get back to them.    

Seeing no further public comment, on a motion by Councilwoman Bergeron, second by Council President Popiolek, the public portion of the meeting was closed.

Engineer:  Greg Evans reported on the following
Action items—Greg reported they submitted Voucher No. 4 and Change Order No. 3 for RTW Construction.  The change order is not monetary but just amends the timetable for the project.  Also submitted were Voucher No. 2-final, and Change Order No. 2-final for Road Safety Systems-the Shreve Avenue Guide Rail project.  This change order is actually a decrease to the contract.
Greg then reviewed the Engineer’s report and highlighted the following:
Kent Avenue and Commerce Drive--we will go back out to bid in January for the new construction season.
Streetscape Project—meeting with DOT tomorrow to review their comments so we can make the final changes to plans and specs.  We are also coordinating with the County on their project as to timing.  Councilwoman Nicholson asked if the County project will be Black Horse Pike to White Horse Pike but Greg responded it is Black Horse Pike to Haines Avenue.
CDBG Funding—Year 36 agreements were not yet sent out but they are looking for municipalities to commence with the work.  Once we receive confirmation the funding is in place we will proceed.  Our last application was for the ADA compliant restrooms at the VFW.  
Moore and Austin traffic investigation—you adopted the ordinance last month.  Ken Broome spoke with a resident who objects to the new stop intersection.  DPW was out marking out where the signs will go and the resident expressed objection to the signs.  You can expect to hear from this resident at a meeting.

White Horse Pike Redevelopment—construction trailers are on site.  They are clearing and doing stake-outs and will keep going as long as weather cooperates.  
Beaver Brook storm drainage—Mayor received a letter from USDA that the project is not eligible for funding because there is no user fee as with sanitary sewer.  We will be submitting a letter asking them to suspend the application depending on the results of the year end debt statement.
Barrington Business Center parking lot—is completed.  We will prepare a punchlist for any outstanding items.

Greg then said they appreciate being appointed to serve the residents of the Borough of Barrington and hope to continue in 2015.  We wish you and your families Happy Holidays.  Mayor Klaus said you guys do such a great job for us and we look forward to continuing to work together.  Greg left the meeting.  

Administration:  Clerk Terry Shannon reported on the following
Fair and Open Appointments—proposals are due back on December 16.  These will be for appointment at January 4 Reorg.

Shared Service Agreement with Bellmawr—Bellmawr hired a mechanic who specializes in emergency vehicles and has offered services to the members of the Beaverbrook Alliance through the attached shared service agreement.  Barb Willson, Ken Baus, Mike Ciocco and Greg Southrey met with Bellmawr today to discuss the details.  Regular routine maintenance will continue to be done by Greg.  Repairs beyond basic maintenance will be done by Bellmawr’s mechanic.  We are currently paying $105 per hour and Bellmawr will only charge $60.  There are still more details to be worked out but the resolution authorizing the agreement will be on the agenda.
Parking Easement at 1201 Clements Bridge Road—Tim said the ordinance will be ready for January.
Resolution to Participate in County Contract for salt—Camden County has negotiated a contract with Morton Salt, Inc., for purchase of sodium chloride and liquid enhanced sodium chloride.  Camden County municipalities can avail themselves of this contract via resolution.  Mike Ciocco has requested that we pass a resolution to participate and it will be on the agenda.
Camera system—Mike Ciocco, Dave Roberts and I met with Greg Evans to develop a scope of work for a camera system at Borough Hall and Public Works.  Greg is working on the plans and when they are ready, we will be soliciting quotes to purchase the camera system.

Purchase of telephone system—Dave Roberts, Mike Ciocco, Carol Fultano and I are meeting next week with the first phone vendor to discuss a new phone system.  This vendor is under State Contract however we will be meeting with additional vendors as well. I am certain this will be under the bid threshold so we will be able to do this with quotes rather than formal bids.  

Elimination of Shade Tree Commission—I have discussed this with Councilman Robenolt and we would like to propose that we eliminate the Shade Tree Commission.  We cannot get residents interested in joining and the commission is supposed to be five members with two alternates.  Presently we only have three members and one of them wants to leave.  The Green Team has a shade tree component and it would make more sense to have it just be an arm of the Team.  We would still have the tree protection ordinance but it would fall under the Green Team rather than the Shade Tree Commission.  After some discussion, the governing body agreed.  We will have an ordinance ready for consideration early in 2015.
Damage to headwall at 1225 Oakwood Road—if you remember, Mike had reported back in the spring that a tree contractor hired by the resident damaged the headwall while removing trees.  They have since gone out of business and had no insurance.  We sent the homeowner letters stating that they had to make the repairs and to submit to their homeowners insurance which was rejected.  Tim has suggested that Mike go ahead and make the repairs and then we will send the bill to the homeowner.  They can then again submit to the insurance company.  Tim said they have a better shot submitting an actual invoice then us asking them to make repairs.  The governing body concurred.  Terry said she will tell Mike to go ahead and make the repairs.
Terry then reported that the beeping from the end of the hall has been an ongoing problem with the fire alarm system.  Barrington Security told us it is not a system problem—it is a phone line problem.  We have been back and forth between Verizon and Barrington Security and as of this afternoon, Barrington Security finally understood the problem is theirs.  They will be replacing the system panel tomorrow.  

Solicitor Higgins stated that at this time, he needs to leave the meeting and asked if there is anything else for him to review and the group said no, he is free to go.

Council Agenda Review:
Terry reported the following items will be on the agenda.
Resolutions—


Change Order No. 3—Sanitary Sewer Project


Change Order No. 2-Final—Road Safety Systems


Setting the Date for the Annual Reorganization Meeting


Authorizing Participation in the County Salt Contract


December bill list

Finance:  CFO Denise Moules reported on the following items
Denise reviewed the standard monthly reports including budget status and bank balances.  All of the control accounts are in the black.  Gasoline is over-expended but that is because of the Runnemede receivable.  We also received a pension billing adjustment for the employer portion which we will budget for in 2015.  The proposed budget schedule is attached.  Hopefully we will hold department meetings at the end of January.  There will also be a few resolutions ready for the agenda cancelling outstanding balances, appropriating Chapter 159’s and cancelling appropriations.  
Councilwoman Nicholson asked why police overtime was so high compared to October.  Moules responded that part of it was for a DWI checkpoint.  The grant covers some of the overtime but not all of it.  It will be offset by the grant money.

COUNCIL REPORTS

Councilman Robenolt reported the Green Team is working with representatives from Woodland School on the Green Fair in conjunction with a science fair in April.  We are waiting for confirmation on the actual date.  We will be meeting with the Fire Company tomorrow night to go over some things and Dave Ehrman is going to be the new president.
Councilwoman Nicholson attended the School Board meeting last night.  Sue McMichael is retiring after ten years and Kelly Martone is the new member along with Marty Schutler.  It was sad to see Sue go—she has done a lot.  The Women’s League has $300 left in their budget and she would like to do an advance to Mandi Hawkins to purchase gifts for the wish tree.  We have over 25 families we are helping this year.  We partnered with the Fire Company this year which was a big help.  We also have a commitment from Toys for Tots.  We have seven families who need Christmas dinner and Grace Bible took six.  More people reached out to me this year than ever.  We will make sure every kid gets the gifts they want.  The Fire Parade was very nice and the decorations look awesome!  Looking forward to next year.
Council President Popiolek reported as Greg reported the White Horse Pike project is up and running.  A&E Construction is the contractor and they have their trailer up at the site.  Let’s hope for a warm winter.
Councilman Robenolt added he would like a proclamation at Reorg honoring the Haddon Heights Band for their accomplishments this year.  Terry said we need to discuss all the awards, Barrington’s Best, Hometown Hero and Volunteer of the Year.  She asked if the TNR team can be honored as Volunteers of the Year and everyone thought it was a great idea.  Mayor Klaus said they will get back to us with Hometown Hero and Barrington’s Best.

Terry then said that because Councilwoman Bergeron is not here, she will report that Health committee did meet and review information from all around the country about chickens.  What they came up with is the idea of a pilot program wherein we would allow only five residents to have participate to see how it goes.  A maximum of four chickens would be permitted.  Any coops would still be subject to zoning requirements and any construction permits depending on the size.  Councilwoman Nicholson asked if we know how many residents are interested and Terry said so far just Mr. Gilosa that we know of.  He has six chickens but agreed that four is sufficient.  Councilman Robenolt asked who would monitor the pilot program and Terry said it would be the health officer.  Only hens would be permitted.  This is all just for consideration as there will be a new governing body in place for January.  
Mayor Klaus reported there is a rumor going around that there may be two more towns looking for ambulance services and he asked Barb to come up with a plan so we can approach them to discuss.  The fire department is looking for an additional coin toss.  Terry said this weekend will be crowded because HHHS Wrestling had to move because of rain and the fire department will be doing their toy drive.  Wayne said it was not discussed last night and he will follow-up with them.

Mayor Klaus then reported that the senior bus is finally done.  The big delay was they had not done the work on the lift.  It is now done and they are picking it up tomorrow.  Also, Mike Ciocco has been researching generators to get a new one for the fire/ambulance building and it appears our best option will be to purchase one under state contract.  He is still talking to two more contractors and will come back to us with a plan.  
Lastly, the ABLE Group has 25 families and 15 of them are from Barrington.  We will be putting shelving in the court office to use it as storage for the food.  He wished everyone a Merry Christmas.

SECOND PUBLIC PORTION
On a motion by Council President Popiolek, second by Councilman Robenolt, the second public portion was opened.  

Daniel Gilosa, 719 Newton Avenue, just wanted to thank everyone for putting up with him and his chickens.  Mayor Klaus said there has been a lot of clamor about the chickens and he has heard a lot of public comments and humor.
Seeing no further public business to be discussed, on a motion by Councilwoman Nicholson, second by Councilman President Popiolek, the public portion was closed.

Councilwoman Bergeron arrived at 7:18pm and the group told her we are wrapping up.  She reported her daughter was a starter in her basketball game tonight and she did not want to miss it and was sorry for being absent.  

Seeing no further business, on a motion by Councilwoman Nicholson, second by Councilman Robenolt, the meeting was adjourned to closed session at 7:18pm.

Approved: Terry Shannon

      Terry Shannon, Clerk/RMC

