BOROUGH OF BARRINGTON
CAUCUS MINUTES (Synopsis), Tuesday, May 5, 2015  
Mayor Klaus called the meeting to order at 6:00pm with the reading of the Sunshine Statement.  He then led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  The Clerk called roll with the following present:  Councilwoman Bergeron, Councilman Ernie Rink, Councilman Robenolt and Councilwoman Nicholson.   Council President Popiolek and Councilman Ludwig were not present.  Also present were CFO Denise Moules, Municipal Clerk Terry Shannon, Eileen Holcombe, Secretary to Mayor and Council, Solicitor Tim Higgins and Engineer Greg Evans.
First Public Portion—on a motion by Councilman Rink, second by Councilwoman Bergeron, the public portion of the meeting was opened.  Seeing no public comment, on a motion by Councilwoman Nicholson, second by Councilman Rink, the public portion of the meeting was closed.

Engineer:  Greg Evans reported on the following
Action items—Voucher No. 8 and Change Order No. 5 for RTW Construction are submitted for approval.  There is no change in the contract amount—it is just a timing change to the contract.  He also said they submitted draw number three for Delco Development.  They will be receiving bids for solid waste and recycling removal on June 4.   He then reviewed various items from the monthly engineer’s report and provided updates on ongoing projects as follows:
♦Met last week with the Camden County Open Space committee at Wish Upon a Star playground.  We should be hearing if we are getting funding soon.

♦Kent Avenue construction will begin after school is out.

♦Streetscape improvements—anticipate receiving authorization to bid very soon.

♦We attended a meeting in March with the County regarding repaving of Clements Bridge Road.

♦White Horse Pike—preconstruction meeting was held with DOT and the contractor and they anticipate closing the jughandle on May 4.

Councilman Robenolt asked about the roof bids and the moisture content in the firehouse roof.  Greg said they did not work on that project as it was handled by Mike Ciocco.  Wayne added he is concerned because it is a recover, damage to the wood decking won’t be seen.  Terry suggested that Wayne address his concerns with Mike Ciocco.

Councilwoman Bergeron asked if the Thomas Avenue project is progressing.  Greg said there have been a couple of issues but overall the residents have been very understanding.  Residents should be able to drive through by the end of May.  Terry said the contractor seems to do a good job cleaning up after themselves.  Seeing no further questions for Greg, he left the meeting.

Clerk Shannon introduced Brian Schneider, Tax Assessor, who was there to talk about a possible reassessment.  Brian said although we still need to do a reassessment, he is recommending that we wait until 2016 for the 2017 tax bills.  We don’t have any state appeals pending right now.  Solicitor Higgins said they have all been settled.  Brian said a lot of the larger appeals we were able to settle going forward.  We are starting to get some control back.  He thinks that if we wait another year, we will have better sampling data on the commercial side.  Right now, the sales we would be looking at are distressed sales.  We need better sampling to support new assessments.  We settled Barrington Business Center going forward and they withdrew three years of appeals.  The facility is for sale so hopefully we will have a better benchmark of value if it sells especially considering it is our biggest rateable.  We will do the reassessment in-house.  Terry added that Brian learned that we cannot do a table-top—we will actually have to do inspections.  This will also give us an opportunity to get all the property records up-to-date so we have good data going forward.  Councilwoman Nicholson asked about all the foreclosed properties in town and if someone buys a house for $70,000, can they use that to get a lower assessment?  Brian responded that would be a disqualifying sale.  Distressed sales cannot be used to establish value.  He would look at sales of comparable properties that were regular sales—not foreclosures, short sales, etc.  He added that we currently have about 55 residential appeals pending and about 20 have been settled.  When we do the reassessment, those who already got a reduction may not get an additional during the reassessment because they already got their bite of the apple.  Solicitor Higgins said it can’t hurt us to wait—it can only help us.  Mayor Klaus said he understands what Brian is saying in that we have to able to support new assessments.  After a little more discussion, it was determined we would wait.  Brian said we will get the approvals in the early spring so we can get letters out before the appeal deadline.  It may stop people from filing.  Terry said we will need an official proposal from Brian at the beginning of the year so we can set-up the special emergency.  Seeing no further questions, Brian then left the meeting.  
Administration:  Clerk Terry Shannon reported on the following from the agenda
Phone and internet services—the conversion to Verizon FIOS is now complete for Borough Hall.  Public Works has not yet switched as Verizon needed to do some work internally to bring FIOS to the complex.  I expect them to be done in the next two weeks.  

Purchase of new phone system—now that the service has been switched, we are ready to schedule the installation of the new phone system.  That will be set for early June.

Financial Disclosure filings—everyone completed their filing!  Thanks you so much for your cooperation.  

Chickens—the ordinance is on for public hearing and adoption next Tuesday.  I am in the process of developing the permit application commensurate with the ordinance requirements.  If we adopt next Tuesday, the ordinance will be effective as of June 1.  The application will be ready by then and we can expect several residents to come in to apply as we have had more interest as word gets out.

Pet limit survey—Barrington on Track included an article about the survey and directed residents to the website to participate in the survey.  The survey was finalized on the website this morning and there are already more than 30 responses.  The public hearing on this ordinance will be at the June meeting.

Roof Bids—the roof bids were received last Tuesday and Mike’s analysis of the results is attached.  I agree with his recommendation and find Winchester’s bid package to be in compliance with public purchasing laws.  It does still need to be reviewed by the solicitor which will be complete prior to the meeting.  Their bid is lower that the available funding for this project so the resolution of award will be on the agenda.  There still needs to be a discussion, however, of what to do about the firehouse roof.  

Safety Award—we did receive the safety award last week and it was $1500 instead of $1000.  We have told all five departments (police, fire, EMS, public works and the Fire Alliance) that they each have $300 to spend on safety equipment from those funds.  

Pet licensing—the usual deadline is April 30 but we are extending to June 30.  Pet licensing is not intended to be punitive—it is intended to generate funds that can be used for animal control expenses and for the TNR program.  We will be doing a second mailing this month to let people know they have until June 30 to come in for their licenses.  A resolution authorizing the extension will be on the agenda.

Increase of liquor license fees—we have not raised liquor license fees since 2005.  Currently, bars pay $1140 per year and liquor stores pay $930 and they have been at that rate for ten years.  You may want to consider raising those fees.  A 10% increase would be $114 for bar owners and $93 for liquor stores.  We are allowed to raise them 20% per year.  The governing body agreed to go to 20%.  Terry said she would have the ordinance to increase the fees on next week’s agenda.

Fireworks—the proposal from Pyrotecnico for the fireworks show is $10,500 which is $500 more than last year.  They are still lower than the other vendors and it will be the same show.  Councilman Robenolt said they were a super vendor and complied with everything they were asked to do.  The group agreed to award to Pyrotecnico.  Denise asked Councilwoman Nicholson if we will be getting contributions from Bellmawr and Runnemede.  Patti said yes to Runnemede and she will follow-up with Bellmawr.
Council Agenda Review:
Ordinances for public hearing--

Ord. 1034, COLA Ordinance for 2015 Budget

Ord. 1036, Amending Chapter 48, Animals (chicken ordinance)

Ordinance for introduction on first reading—


Ord. 1037, 2015 Salary Ordinance
Resolutions—


Authorizing the Budget to be Read by Title at Public Hearing

Authorizing Local Review of the Municipal Budget


Awarding Contract to Winchester Roofing


Authorizing Refund of Homestead Rebate Funds to Tax-Exempt Veterans


Change Order No. 5, RTW Construction


Authorizing Contract with Pyrotenics for Fireworks

Chapter 159 for Click-it or Ticket grant


Tavistock Shared Service Agreement


CCIA study of fire/ambulance building


Appointing Stephen Rabena as a police officer

 

May bill list

CFO’s Report:  CFO Moules reported on the following
Denise reviewed the standard monthly reports.  Controls are good except for gasoline which is due to the receivable from the other towns and pension because of the payment.  When the adopted budget is entered, that control will be fine.  There was not too much police overtime in April except for one MIT.  For the 2015 Budget, most of this information you have already seen.  The last two pages include the calculation showing the tax impact.  Also provided is the information on the school budget.  On the average assessment, the tax impact because of the school increase is $177 plus our $89.  We don’t know what the County increase is yet.  Councilwoman Nicholson said people need to know that the significant portion is because of the schools and we need to send out a pie chart.  Councilwoman Bergeron said because we send out the bills, we are the ones who get blamed.  Patti added she still wants to send out the information.  Denise said we reviewed every department in detail.  We also need to generate surplus for next year.  We had more surplus this year than in recent years.  Denise then reported revenues this year are trending well.  
Denise then reported that there are four of us who are doing work for Tavistock Borough.  There are some costs for office costs, copies, postage, etc.  We are proposing a shared service where Tavistock will pay Barrington $1200 annually for the services.  There is minimal needed by Tavistock.  The shared service agreement has been drafted and we would like to have the resolution on the agenda.  The governing body agreed.  
COUNCIL REPORTS

Councilwoman Bergeron reported that she has been so tied up with her daughter’s health problems that she has not been able to think about anything else.  She suffers from extreme migraines and was in the hospital for a week.  She has nothing to report on at this time.  
Councilman Rink reported that he met with Amanda Hunt yesterday to talk about the BBA and what was discussed at their last meeting.  They will be getting a new member—Time Out Sports Bar.  He said he wants to get involved.  He added that his soon Mike was honored that he got to swear in his father at Reorg.  The photo caption read that his oath was administered by Mike Rink rather than John.  He got a kick out of it and his family thought it was pretty funny.  He also reported he will be away for a while and will send his schedule to Terry.  
Councilman Robenolt reported that we will be appointing Stephen Rabena as a patrolman at this meeting to fill the vacancy due to the Drumm retirement.  He has other items to be discussed regarding the police department but they are for closed session.
Terry added that there was an article in the Retrospect about a company called Power Home Remodeling.  That company currently has solicitors going door-to-door in Barrington.  In Oaklyn, they were strong arming residents and giving outrageous quotes for work to be done.  They were also having seniors sign credit applications for a credit card through them at 21% interest.  She wants everyone to be aware of this and asked Eileen to share the information with her seniors.  We will be watching these individuals and if we see any of this behavior, we will revoke their license.  

Councilwoman Nicholson reported Barrington Day is 12 days away and there are a lot of vendors.  There will be a dog rescue with puppies along with TNR.  North Camden Little League will be coming to play a game.  We are starting to get July 4th contracts back.  Eileen is sending out the letter to Camden High Marching Band to see if they will perform again.  We will again provide pizza, soda and buses.  Nilsa Cruz-Perez will speak at Memorial Day.  Residents from Stonybrook contacted me about Lost World Park and problems with graffiti and undesirable people hanging out.  Mike is getting paint to help with the graffiti.  She also reported this to Chief Roberts and he will make sure we are patrolling back there.  Councilwoman Bergeron suggested we get a camera like at Wish Upon a Star.  She tries to remind everyone if there are any issues, please don’t post them on Facebook.  Call us!  We will respond.  We don’t know unless they tell us.        

Mayor Klaus reported this Saturday the 9th, the postal worker will be collecting food for the ABLE Group.  The Centennial meeting will be Friday, the 15th at 6:30pm.  The 16th is Barrington Day and the Magnolia centennial celebration.  The 30th will be our food distribution.  If you know anyone who needs food, tell them to call us.  We had a meeting set-up with the CCIA to have them evaluate the fire and ambulance building but they said they have to charge a fee.  The charge will be $3400 to have them do a full evaluation of the facility.  That is for the report that will be provided listing deficiencies and recommendations.  We need approval to expend the $3400.  This will be for a thorough analysis of the building with recommendations.  He would like this to be approved by resolution.  Terry asked the Mayor to forward the proposal to her so she can prepare the resolution.  We will hold-off on awarding the fire/ambulance building portion of the roof project for now.  Councilman Robenolt added that he does think there is a rot problem that we have not seen yet.  Terry asked Wayne again to please discuss with Mike Ciocco.  He prepared the specs based on what he believed needed to be done so if there are any concerns, they need to be discussed with him.  Wayne said he would do that.
Seeing no further business, on a motion by Councilwoman Nicholson, second by Councilman Robenolt, the meeting was adjourned to closed session at 7:25pm.

Approved: Terry Shannon

      Terry Shannon, Clerk/RMC

